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no water is in contact with it, but where the air of the bubble is alone in contact with it:—that thus as the ice grows a tubular opening is left behind the advancing round front of the bubble as shown in fig. 2 or better in fig. 3 on a larger scale:—and that as the ice goes on growing and the bubble in the water leaves a tail of itself behind in the ice, new supplies of air are continually expelled from the freezing water and added to the various bubbles; so keeping up the supply of air to them during their growth which keeps pace with the thickening ice.
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Dr Wyville Thomson happened to point out to me yesterday some elongated vesicles in amygdaloidal trap rock. He remarked on them as being of great interest, and supposed them to be formed by streams of ascending bubbles. I think it very possible that they may be explained on the same principle as the tubes in the What do you think of all this ? Have you ever seen the
ice.
tubes in the ice described or explained ?
Your affectionate brother,
JAMES THOMSON.